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Remarks 

Opossum with anticoagulant rodenticide detection. 

Background 

On January 27, 2015, an opossum was found in a driveway in Martinez with hard feces stuck to it.  It was 

brought into Lindsay Wildlife Hospital where it was observed to be emaciated with white mucous 

membranes, sunken eyes, and a dark discharge from its nose.  It was euthanized.  It was submitted to 

CDFW Wildlife Investigations Laboratory because to determine if rodenticide toxicosis was responsible 

for the loss.   

RESULTS OF EXAMINATION 
The opossum was necropsied at the California Animal Health and Food Safety Laboratory in Davis on 

March 3, 2015.  The opossum was found to be an adult female with scant fat reserves.  Numerous flat 

masses were observed in the lungs.  Histologically, these masses appeared to be carcinoma but this was 

thought to be an incidental finding.  Numerous nematodes were observed in the stomach.  The test for 

rabies was negative.  The test for the metabolite of bromethalin was negative.  The liver was found to 

contain one anticoagulant rodenticide:  0.061 ppm bromadiolone.  Coagulopathy was not observed in this 

animal so the cause of death does not appear to be anticoagulant toxicosis.   
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